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INSTITUTE FOR SOCIOECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF WESTERN BALKANS

The first Think Tank established beyond the Western Balkans, exclusively dedicated to
sustainable development in the region. Comprising experts in Pluralist Economics, we
promote policies and practices that support economic stability, environmental
sustainability, and social inclusion. Through rigorous research, strategic partnerships,
and advocacy, we aim to influence both regional and international decision-making
processes, ensuring that the Western Balkans can thrive in a global context. Our
commitment to evidence-based policies, innovation, and collaboration drives our efforts
to create a prosperous and sustainable future for all communities in the region.

PURPOSE OF THE DOCUMENT

The main purpose of this document is to show the significant decarbonization challenges
of the Western Balkans due to their heavy reliance on coal, outdated infrastructure, and
financial constraints. While the EU has been instrumental in supporting the green
transition through financial assistance and policy alignment, the existing mechanisms
are often misaligned with the region's socio-economic realities, limiting their
effectiveness. This policy brief highlights the key barriers and explores the potential for
tailored solutions, emphasizing the need for sustainable climate finance, institutional
reforms, and a just transition.
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